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LADIES’ LUNCH  
All ladies are welcome to join us Monday, March 27 at noon at Holy Taco North, and we look forward to lunch and 
fellowship. Please contact Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) to reserve a seat! 
 
CAMP BAYS MOUNTAIN 
Camp Bays Mountain registration is open! They’re also accepting staff applications, and more information can be 
found at www.CampBaysMountain.com. We hope to have several campers from Munsey attend again this sum-
mer and are offering a $100 scholarship to Munsey children or youth who register for summer camp at Bays 
Mountain. If you’re interested in registering for camp with a Munsey scholarship, please contact Amanda Onks 
(amanda@munsey.org). 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Would you like to honor a loved one or put flowers on the altar in memory of a loved one? Altar flowers are only 
$85, and you can call during the week to make reservations for Sundays in 2023! Please call Cathy Szucs (423-
461-8070 ext. 203).   
 

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? OR WOULD YOU LIKE TO DRIVE THE BUS? 
Riders will arrive in time for Sunday School classes and worship and will return home after the 11:00 services. 
Reservations for bus riders must be received by Thursday each week. We also need volunteers to drive the bus 
(once every eight or more weeks depending on the number of drivers). If you need to be picked up on Sunday 
mornings or are interested in driving the bus, please call Cathy Szucs at 423-461-8070 ext. 203. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
There is a walking track above the Christian Life Center Gym on the third floor. Church members are invited to 
come get some exercise during the week when the church is open and the Christian Life Center is not in use. Sign 
in and out at the Connection Point or the Church Office. Please call Cathy Szucs at 423-461-8070 ext. 203 for 
questions.   
 
 

Thank you to everyone who heard and answered the call to share your gifts with Munsey through your 2023 
pledges. We entered 2023 with a 13% increased number of pledgers and a 15% increase in total pledges which is 
fantastic! We have and will continue to invest in Munsey’s future through prayerful stewardship of your gifts.  
 
An increase in giving compared to 2022 will pay for these investments and put Munsey in a very strong position 
to accomplish our mission to INVITE people to Christ, CARE for our neighbors, GROW as disciples and SEND   
people forth to SHARE the Good News. 
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to support Munsey. We welcome those who haven’t pledged or given to 
Munsey, to please consider doing so. All gifts are greatly appreciated and help achieve our mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP 
Our Women’s Study Group, led by Amanda Onks and Heather Lunsford, meets Monday mornings from 9:30-
11:00am in the Gathering Place, and all women are welcome. We won’t meet March 13 due to spring break. 
Please let Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) know if you have questions or need childcare.  
 

MUNSEY MEN’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Munsey Men’s Prayer Group meets Thursday mornings at 6:30am in the Christian Life Center Meeting Room. 
We invite all men of the church to join us for study, prayer, and fellowship. For more information, please email 
Bill Darden at billdarden7@aol.com. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMS 
We have programs for all ages from 6:00-7:00pm every Wednesday. If you would like to bring your dinner with 
you before programs begin, tables are available in the gym from 5:30-6:00pm. We won’t have regular programs 
March 15 due to spring break. We have these great studies for adults: 

 The Grace of Les Miseables by Matt Rawle, led by Rev. Beth Sullivan (Christian Life Center Meeting Room) 

 Women’s Community Group led by Amanda Onks and Gwen Sitsch (Gathering Place) 

 Men’s Community Group led by John Redmond (Parlor) 
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In November of 1982 the premier of the Soviet Union, Leonid Brezhnev, died. Then Vice President, George H.W. 
Bush attended the funeral as a representative of the United States, along with many other world leaders and   
dignitaries. Vice President Bush would later share that he was deeply moved by a silent protest carried out by 
Brezhnev's widow.  
 
She stood motionless by the coffin as the body of Brezhnev lay in state as thousands filed by, until seconds   
before it was closed. Then, just as the soldiers touched the lid to close it, Brezhnev's wife, Viktoria, performed 
an act of great courage and hope, a gesture that must surely rank as one of the most profound acts of civil        
disobedience ever committed; she reached down and made the sign of the cross on her husband's chest!  
 
Let that sink in for just a moment. The U.S.S.R. had long since declared it had no need of Christianity or religion 
of any kind and embraced atheistic communism, and yet there in its citadel power, the wife of the man who had 
led it hoped that her husband was wrong. She hoped that there was another life, that this life was best repre-
sented by Jesus who died on the cross, and that the same Jesus might show grace to her husband in death.   
 
People of every age have stood at the foot of the Cross of Christ and have been grasped by its power and image.  
This is why many of us received that little smudge of the cross in ashes this past Ash Wednesday, and in        
response to my challenge, have been carrying a small wooden cross with us during this Lenten season on our 
journey to Eastertide.     
     
The cross is a powerful reminder of God's sacrificial and redemptive love for us. The cross is also a constant   
signal to us of how God wants us to live and love, which is why we need a deeper understanding of who Jesus 
really is.   
 
This is why our sermon series for Lent is titled The Seven “I Am” Sayings of Jesus. I hope you will mark your 
calendar, bring a friend or family member, and join me for worship during this holy season.     
 
I am humbled and honored to be a part of such a great church family, and I look forward to all that God has for 
us in the days that are yet to come!  
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
Pastor Kip  
Senior Pastor      
 

 

WESLEY FOUNDATION—KYLA 
I started coming to Wesley this year and it has been everything I was looking for and 
more. At Wesley, I've found connection, understanding, and true friendship. Not only do I 
have a place to worship and grow closer to God, but also have a safe space to be myself. 
Every week at Wesley is just another confirmation that it is the right place for me. Also 
through Wesley I have been connected with Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church and 
was offered an internship position. Because of that, I have been plugged into such a     
wonderful church that has been so welcoming to me. Thanks to Wesley, I finally feel like I 
have a personal relationship with a church since coming to college. I am meeting new    
people, learning how to be a part of a community, and taking responsibility. I could not be 
more thankful for the Wesley ministry!   
 

 
 
MINISTRY MOMENT FROM MARY JOHNSON  
Jeff and I moved to the Tri-Cities a year ago and visited various Methodist churches around the area. When we 
tried Munsey, we knew we found something special. The most impressive aspect of our experience was the 
friendliness of the people we met. Everyone was very welcoming and went out of 
their way to speak to us, which made us want to be a part of this church. Additional 
evidence of this was when I randomly struck up a conversation with a lady in Belk 
one day, and hearing I was new to the area, she invited me to visit her church, 
which was Munsey Memorial UMC. After joining in November, and attending an  
Advent Sunday School combined class in December and January, we decided to 
start visiting Sunday School classes. We have been amazed at how welcoming    
everyone has been. Class members greeted us before and after class, invited us to 
come back, and even emailed us to see if we had questions or needed information. 
Our expectations of what we would find as we visited Sunday School classes have 
been greatly exceeded and affirms our belief that God led us to Munsey to be a 
part of something truly special and unique.  
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John Redmond (john.redmond@munsey.org), (423-461-8070 ext. 221), Director of Missions  
 

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH FOCUS AND BALANCE 
In ministry, there is always more one could take on and more a church can take on. Does Jesus call us to live a 
life full of exhaustion and chaos? When he speaks about the kingdom of God, is that a place of scarcity, stress, 
exhaustion, and frustration or a place of abundance, peace, light, and joy?  
 
I believe that as followers of Jesus, we need to remain balanced with our time of serving others and receiving 
love and grace from God. Henri Nouwen has a great article called “Moving from Solitude to Community to       
Ministry.” In this article, he explains that our starting point in ministry comes from the love and grace we receive 
from God in solitude. Jesus carves out time and even turns people away to pause and reflect with the Father.  
 
As I follow the example Jesus gives us in scripture, I have decided to pull back our weekly Melting Pot Ministries 
(Tuesday and Thursday Day Center) in hopes of developing a robust Saturday and Sunday mission for the down-
town community. I realize this creates a gap and need for the unhoused in our community, but I trust that God 
will empower and enable another ministry to be blessed by this need.  
 
I am happy to announce that Munsey is reestablishing our relationship and partnership with Good Samaritan. 
What this means for Munsey is that starting on February 27, 2023, we will shift our weekly food distribution from 
Munsey’s parking lot outside the Melting Pot to Good Samaritan’s property. This change creates a safer space for 
those entering the parking lot during the week and for the unhoused to receive food. Thank you for your trust 
and grace in this decision moving forward. 
 
In Christ, 
 
John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY---A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on state tests. Being late for school 
hurts a child’s learning, too. A student who is 10 minutes late every day will miss 30 hours of instruction during 
the year. With this in mind, Munsey donated $1,000 to help support an attendance and reading program at North 
Side (see photo of me giving the check to Dr. Frizzell). If students attended school all day, every day in January, 
they got to eat lunch with the principal and play with hoola hoops. If an entire class achieved 100% attendance, 
the teachers were given a sign to display outside their classroom. The administration has identified 20% of the 
students as chronically absent, but has achieved great results with this new incentive. A two-week attendance  
average went from 86% to 92%. In addition, if students read more than 50 books, they will receive a crown (in 
kindergarten) or small prizes like beads, erasers, or pens. 
 
This month, the Three Rivers District of the Holston 
Conference donated bags of clothing to all the       
elementary schools in the area. The bags given to 
North Side contained 50 pairs of briefs, three T-shirts, 
and 59 pairs of socks. These were presented to Stacy 
Wilkins, Administrative Secretary, by Rick Chinouth 
(see photo) and then stored in the clothes closet that 
Munsey maintains. Thank you, Munsey, for helping 
make North Side a great place to be! 

---Susanna Chinouth 
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MARCH is the month of:  
 

T-CAP SNACKS (granola bars, cereal bars, 
cheese or goldfish crackers, pretzels, fruit 
snacks, apples, cheese sticks, juice boxes,     

regular & small size waters)                              
No peanut butter items please!  
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Katie Jackson (katie@munsey.org) & Kristi Bowman (kristi@munsey.org), Directors of Children’s Ministries 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT – GRAB SOME CANDY AND SAVE THE DATE! 
We are excited to announce plans for this year’s community-wide Easter Egg Hunt! The egg hunt will take place 
Saturday, April 8 at 10:30am. This year, we will move to King Commons Park for our activities, as Founders 
Park is currently under construction. Bring your family, friends, and neighbors for a morning of fun as we cele-
brate Easter weekend. We have thousands of eggs ready to be stuffed with candy and small treats, and we will 
happily accept donations of nut-free, individually-wrapped candy and small treats for the egg hunt. These may 
be given to Kristi or Katie or left at the Connection Point over the next few weeks. Thank you in advance for 
helping make this a successful event, and we can’t wait to see you April 8! Stay tuned for additional details in 
the weeks ahead. 
 
ABOUT THOSE EGGS… 
Many hands make light work of stuffing thousands of Easter eggs, and Munsey groups are always so generous 
with their time and energy to help us accomplish that task. This year, we thought it would be fun to host a 
church-wide Egg Stuffing Party so that we can work and fellowship alongside our larger Munsey family. We’d 
love for you to join us Sunday, March 19, 5:30-6:30pm in the Christian Life Center Gym as we get our 
eggs ready for our Community Egg Hunt. Bring a bag or two of individually-wrapped, nut-free candy and your 
egg stuffing hands, and let’s work together to stuff those eggs. All ages are welcome! 
 
HERO HOTLINE VBS IS COMING!  
Save the date and make your plans to join us for Hero Hotline VBS June 12-15. We’ll be      
exploring how heroes of all ages and abilities are called to Follow Jesus, Help Others, Work   
Together, Listen to God, and Show Grace. We can’t wait for this incredible week of fun and 
learning! Kids, get your capes ready and make sure you don’t miss out on the adventure! We’ll 
need lots of help from our youth and adult volunteers, so think about how you would like to 
plug in this year. Let Kristi or Katie know what role you would like to play on our team of VBS 
Heroes!   
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Pancakes and Pajamas Party 



 

 

Amy Brown (amy.brown@munsey.org), Director of Youth Ministries 
 

YOUTH INFORMATION  
We have many great activities for 7th-12th graders! Youth Sunday School and Life Groups meet each week for all 
students, and Prayer Breakfast each Thursday for high schoolers. Once a month, we have Jr. High Pick-Up for 
middle schoolers. Please see our March Family Ministries Newsletter for information about all our activities!  
 
LENTEN CHALLENGE  
As we go through the season of Lent, I want to challenge the youth to focus on this preparatory season. Some-
times we get caught up in all the things we are doing and we don’t leave time for God. Instead of leaving God to 
the end of our energy and time, why not focus on giving our best to God? To reel this in during Lent, I have asked 
the youth to make a choice weekly between giving something up or taking something on. The goal is to grow   
closer to God. Will you also accept the challenge?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADOPT-A-BUC     
Adopt-a-Buc is an opportunity for our church community to be paired with college students during the school 
year. This one-year commitment is a way for us to provide support, encouragement, and guidance for students 
who attend our church. Matches will be notified by phone or email throughout the year. It’s not too late to sign up 
on our website at munsey.org/college, or scan the QR code below. Thanks and go, Bucs! 
 

 
 
 
To Adopt-A-Buc, You may scan this QR code to register and get started! 
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Life Group 

Jr. High Pick-Up Jr. High Pick-Up Jr. High Pick-Up 

Jr. High Pick-Up Prayer Breakfast 
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CONGRATULATIONS: 
 to Charles and Funmike Olomofe, and children Samuel and Zion, upon the birth of a son, Don, 

February 10. 
 
 

SYMPATHY: 
 to the family of Wilma Tucker, who died January 30.  

 to David and Sharon Burke upon the death of his brother, Jerry Burke, in Rhode Island, February 14. 

 to the family of Arlene “Lynn” Nuss, who died February 16. Her Munsey family includes her son, Bill Nuss, and 
wife, Nancy; daughter, Lisa Raper, and husband, Dwaine, and their children, Abby and Mason; 
granddaughter Jennifer Clements, and husband, Jeff. 

 to Hayden and Reagan Parr upon the death of Hayden’s father, Dr. Edwin Ellis, February 22.  

 

1/29/23 2/5/23 2/12/23 2/19/23 
2/22/23 

one service  
(Ash Wed.) 

Budget Offering $37,903 $24,255 $30,152 $26,201 N/A 

Weekly Budget Requirement:  $34,397 

Missions Offering $5,187 $476 $2,466 $1,538 N/A 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$555 $65 $55 $55 N/A 

Online  

Viewership 
270 261 274 272 106 

In-Person  

Worship  
328 310 301 347 193 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST COMPANIONS 
 

Mar.   4:  Cherry Grove Baptist 

Mar. 11:  Open Door SS  

Mar. 18:  Redeemer Church 

Mar. 25:  BCCC 
 
  

To serve or to learn more about our Saturday  
morning ministry for our downtown neighbors,  

contact john.redmond@munsey.org. 

April Messenger Deadline:  
MARCH 24 

Gwen and Mike Sitsch 
joined Munsey February 12 
during the Journey service, 
and Nancy Bates joined 
the same day during the 
11:00am Sanctuary      
service. We welcome them 
all to Munsey! 

Gwen and Mike Sitsch 

Nancy Bates Jamie and Keith       
Mijeski and family 
joined Munsey        
February 5. Welcome 
to Munsey! 



 

 

Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church 
PO Box 1336 
Johnson City, TN 37605-1336 

Return Service Requested 

201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070 |  

Emergency Pastor-on-Call 423-262-9888 

—

 MARCH 5  
 

8:45am & 11:00am  
Sanctuary 

“I Am the Bread of Life” 
John 6:24-35 
Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

11:00am Journey 
Kip Laxson 
preaching 

 

9:00am Open Door  
John Redmond 

preaching 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 12 
 

8:45am & 11:00am  
Sanctuary 

“I Am the True Vine” 
John 15:1-13 
Kip Laxson 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00am Open Door  
John Redmond 

preaching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 19 
 

8:45am & 11:00am  
Sanctuary 

“I Am the Gate” 
John 10:1-10 
Kip Laxson 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00am Open Door  
John Redmond 

Preaching 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 26  
  

8:45am & 11:00am  
Sanctuary 

“I Am the Way,  
the Truth,  

and the Life” 
John 14:1-7 
Kip Laxson 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00am Open Door  
John Redmond 

preaching 
 
 

 

 The 8:45am Blended Worship in the Sanctuary includes both contemporary and traditional music. 

 The 11:00am Festive Worship in the Sanctuary features traditional music w ith the Chancel Choir.  

 The 11:00am Journey Worship in the Christian Life Center Gym features contemporary music w ith the 
Praise Band. 

 The 9:00am Open Door Worship is held in the Melting Pot and is our most informal service. Coffee and     
pastries will be available from 8:30-9:00am, and brunch w ill be served at the conclusion of the service. 

 

There is Holy Communion at the 8:45am Blended Worship every week. All other services offer Holy Communion on 
the first Sunday of the month.  


